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The Unchanging Gospel 


WE WELCOME ANY CHANGE OF METHOD, TECHNIQUE OR 
APPROACH WHICH MAY BE USED TO INCREASE THE EF- 
FECTIVENESS OF CHRISTIAN WORK AND WITNESS IN A 
HOSTILE WORLD. 


BUT EVERY CHRISTIAN SHOULD RECOGNIZE AND VIGOR- 
OUSLY REJECT ANY CHANGE IN THE BASIC MESSAGE OF 
THE GOSPEL ITSELF. 


THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST IS AN UNCHANGING MES- 
SAGE FOR A CHANGING WORLD. 


WORLD CONDITIONS CHANGE BUT THE-HEARTS OF MEN 
REMAIN THE SAME — THEY ARE DESPERATELY WICKED. 
THE CONDITION OF UNREGENERATE MAN IS ONE WITH- 
OUT HOPE. HE NEEDS TO BE COMPLETELY CHANGED, TO 
BE MADE A NEW CREATURE, AND THIS IS A SUPERNAT- 


URAL WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH JESUS 
CHRIST. 


EXAMINE CAREFULLY ANY PHILOSOPHY WHICH CHANGES 
THE CLEAR TEACHINGS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE. HAVE 
NOTHING TO DO WITH A NEW GOSPEL WHICH REJECTS 
THE SINFUL AND LOST CONDITION OF MAN AND BY-PASSES 
THE SHED BLOOD OF CALVARY AS OUR ONLY HOPE OF 
REDEMPTION. 
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EDITORIAL 


One Dilemma For Another 


In our invitation to Soviet Premier Nikita S. Krush- 
chev to visit America we have eased the tension 
over Berlin only to lay ourselves open to a far greater 
danger. 


We are in Berlin in accordance with a legally con- 
trived agreement to which Soviet Russia is a signatory. 
We have been threatened by Moscow and the ulti- 
matum of a unilateral abrogation of this agreement 
has been thrown in our face by Russia. 


For months our representatives have wrangled at 
Geneva with absolutely no results. The plain truth 
is that a government run by men guilty of murder 
and every evil device in international relations has 
now used the Berlin crisis, a crisis of their own mak- 
ing, to bludgeon out of us an invitation to Mr. Krush- 
chev to visit America. 


That the Soviet Premier has desired such an invita- 
tion for months is a well known fact. That some of 
his ideas about America may be changed is a for- 
gone conclusion. But no visit of Krushchev or any 
other Soviet leader will alter one whit communism’s 
determination to spread over and rule the world. 


The danger of the present situation is that Ameri- 
cans will be lulled into a false sense of security. See- 
ing a big, bluff, crude but obviously human indi- 
vidual will allay suspicion, take our eyes off of com- 
munist objectives and make us feel that after all we 
are simply dealing with a foreign power with which 
we can and should find a philosophy of accord. 


The die is now cast. We do not believe the im- 
mediate effect of the Krushchev visit will be dis- 
cernably bad. But we are very sure that in buying 
a temporary lull in tensions over Berlin we are paying 
a price we should never pay. We are sacrificing for 
expediency. 


There is one comforting thought — God often 
overrules the honest mistakes of His children. He 
can and does obstruct the foolishness of man when 
there is repentance and a sincere desire to know and 
do His will. 


At a time such as this Christians should pray par- 
ticularly that God will intervene for His own glory. 
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We should pray for the conversion of Krushchev — 
that the things which he sees and hears in America 
may reflect something of the motto of our currency, 
“In God We Trust”. 


God can cause the wrath and the foolishness of man 
to praise Him. He can also restrain if He so wills. 


Unless He does overrule and restrain we, our chil- 
dren and our grandchildren will pay the price of 
folly. 

—L. N. B. 





Sophistication 


The desire to appear sophisticated burns in the 
hearts of most of us; it gives a sense of superiority, of 
attainment, of rapport with others who like to appear 
above the average in experience and knowledge. 


But is sophistication a blessing from the Lord or a 
seal of this world and of the prince of this world? 


To be sophisticated is to be wise in the things of 
this world; ways of living, thought and conduct. It 
implies the ability to meet the world on its terms 
and to be accepted by the world. 


Let it be clearly understood that sophistication has 
nothing to do with intellectual attainments, nor is 
it a part of our legitimate experience in living in this 
world. Rather it is worldly conceit, human pride, 
which stems from a perverted sense of values. 


Why then should any Christian want to be sophisti- 
cated? Is it not because the old Adam still lives in us 
and because we have rejected the idea of being com- 
pletely crucified with Christ? 


Our Lord wishes for His servants that they be 
wise as serpents but harmless as doves. He wants us 
to abstain from all appearance of evil, to be wise unto 
that which is good and simple concerning evil. 


There comes a time when the Christian must choose 
the course he will pursue. Will he try to keep one 
foot in heaven and the other in the world? Shall he 
think in the Spirit and walk in the flesh? Shall he 
cultivate the ways of the world or the ways of the 
Lord? Shall his personal life run parallel to those 
who know not the Lord, or shall he make a break 
with those things which mar and tarnish? 


A sophisticated Christian is an anomaly for it im- 
plies a saint living as a worldling; a soldier consort- 
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ing with the enemy; a child of God accepting the 
ideals of His enemies. 


To accept and live by God’s standards is a matter 
of regeneration and of sanctification. It is a matter 
) of growing in our love for the Lord and the things 
which please him. He wants us to be wise — but 
not sophisticated. 

—L. N. B. 





What God Censors Let Not 
Man Promote 


During the last few weeks there have appeared in 
the book stalls across America tens of thousands of 
copies of Lady Chatterley’s Lover. These are in a 
cheap edition and unquestionably will be read by a 
widening number of individuals, many of whom will 
be boys and girls in their late teens. 


Those who have read the book state that it is a 
story of adultery; a story which pictures the breaking 
of the Seventh Commandment as normal, right and 
attractive. 


Permission to send this book through the mails 
and to sell it in stores was refused by the state of 
New York. The Supreme Court ruled that such re- 
striction was an unwarranted restraint on the free- 
dom of the individual. Result — more salacious 
literature for public consumption. 


That those interested in the sale of the book con- 
trived to have this litigation, with attending adver- 
tising publicity is reasonably certain. That the Su- 
preme Court should have denied to a state the right 
to control literature within the bounds of the state 
seems to many the denial of powers given the states 
by the constitution. 


Christians are concerned with the legal ruling 
which has permitted the general transportation and 
sale of such literature, but they should be even more 
concerned with the moral and spiritual implications 
which classify adultery as an optional matter, without 
reference to the law of God. 

—L. N. B. 





The Apostolic Benediction 
2 Corinthians 13:14 


“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be 
with you all.” The very order of the clauses here is 
significant. This is a transcript of Paul’s own experi- 
ence. He who deserved wrath and rejection was con- 
fronted by the risen Lord Jesus on the road to Damas- 
cus. Through this meeting with Christ who was all 


grace to the graceless one, Paul entered upon the 
knowledge of the love of God. Through the mani- 
festation of grace in this encounter with Jesus, in the 
Cross of Christ, and in the Incarnation of the Son 
of God, the Apostle came to realize the Divine love. 
It was in the Sonship of Christ that the Fatherhood 
of God was made known to Paul. And the experience 
of the grace and peace which come from God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ was for Paul the 
communion of the Holy Spirit. 


The Andover motto is the old Latin adage, Finis 
origine pendet,* the End hangs at the Beginning. A 
slow reading of a careful study of the religious and 
intellectual situation for the last two and a half cen- 
turies sharpens the value of this order of thinking. 
About 1700 the Deists began with the world without, 
while the enthusiasts started with the world within. 
The one treated God as an inference from a study 
of the physical universe, the other as an intuition 
from man’s own heart. On the one side were Locke 
and Tillotson, on the other the Ranters and the more 
refined Quakers. 


The Deists and their “orthodox” opponents both 
thought of Christianity as a mere republication of 
natural religion with a few duties added. They held 
to two books, one of natural religion written by man 
and the other of revelation written by God. Of 
the two, they regarded the first as a great tome and 
the second as a tiny pamphlet. Perhaps the “German- 
Christianity” of the Dritte Reich whereby leading 
Nazis rejected Christ and the Church while still pro- 
fessing to be theists was the recrudescence of this old 
English Deism. So also Ritschl’s use of religion to 
give man lordship over the world. And Americans 
who glory in a philosophical liberalism which affirms 
theism, while it treats the Person, the Work and the 
mighty acts of God in Christ as of secondary signifi- 
cance may well ask itself if the same view is having 
a resurgence in its priorities. 


On the other hand, the current psychologists of 
religion, the masters of religious psychiatry who fancy 
that their conferences with disturbed persons are more 
vital than the preaching of the Gospel, who minimize 
the Bible and the Church while they insist that one 
meets God within may inquire as to whether they are 
following the path of the English enthusiasts. Some 
of these seem more concerned to be expert counsellors 
in religious psychiatry than to be good ministers of 
Jesus Christ. 


“In Christ God did not simply countersign the best 
intuitions of the heart or the highest productions of 
reason.” We do not start either with the World 
without or with the World within, but with Christ 
the Word. We may not answer Job’s question, “O 
that I knew where I might find him?” by glibly 
replying “within one’s own heart.” God did appear 
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to Job in the whirlwind—not in his own heart. God 
did appear to Paul on the Road to Damascus in the 
Lord Jesus. God finds us as and when and where 
and how He sees fit, for He is the Lord of every 
Divine-human encounter. 


Those who would substitute either the inferences 
of reason based on a study of the world, or the in- 
tuitions of mysticism based on their attainments in 
psycho-analysis for the Lord Jesus Christ have not 
realized that Jesus Christ and the Gospel of faith in 
HIM are God-given. Christ is God’s way of meeting 
with men. Here in the Incarnation God intervened 
for us and for our salvation. In the Cross on Calvary 
He Who knew no sins was made sin for us. Having 
paid our whole debt, God raised Him in the blessed- 
ness of pure righteousness for our justification. As 
His Word is preached, He the risen Lord, the Lamb 
Who was sacrificed for us, meets us in His mercy 
and brings us by the way of the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ into the love of God the Father and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost. 


The Holy Spirit sheds abroad the love of God 
in our hearts as He focuses our eyes upon Chirst 
dying for the ungodly. —W.C.R. 


*H. D. McDonald, Ideas of Revelation, 1700-1860, 
NY, 1959. 





Dr. Sprunt Inspires Conference 


In an inspiring series of Bible studies last week, 
Dr. James Sprunt of Staunton, Va., led the Church 
Extension Conference at Montreat into a deeper 
understanding of the meaning and power of prayer. 


Evening devotional messages were brought by Dr. 
Arthur W. Hewitt, Methodist minister of Riverton, 
Vt. Dr. Hewitt pled with his hearers to consider that 
salvation is not by character, for Christian character 
is the work of the Holy Spirit after man has been 
saved by Jesus Christ. 


Dr. Sprunt’s lectures, which were the highlight of 
the Conference, centered about five great Biblical 
personalities: Hannah, a praying mother; Elijah, 
a praying prophet; Nehemiah, a praying patriot; 
Paul, a praying apostle; and Jesus, our praying Lord. 

The impact of the messages was not lessened by 
one notable, inadvertent slip of the tongue: “Man’s 
chief end is to glorify God and endure Him forever!” 


Preacher to the Conference on Sunday morning was 
the Rev. John W. Lancaster of Austin, Texas, who 
told a full audience, “The greatest task of the Church 
in our day is the evangelization of itself: the Chris- 
tianizing of the Christians.”” One thing Mr. Lancaster 
need not have said: “We do not believe, of course, 
that our Lord understood from the very outset that 
His messiahship would entail the Cross itself.” 





After a long and costly search reprints of the original 
1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers 
have been completed and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 









Ist Reader _. ......-$2.25 4th Reader _... ...$3.25 
2nd Reader ..... ......$2.50 5th Reader _... $3.50 
3rd Reader ............$3.75 6th Reader _. $3.75 
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Rev. Wade Smith, Associate Editor of the Jowr- 
nal, and a man greatly beloved across our church, 
has been ill for some weeks. He has just returned 
home from the hospital and is recuperating at home. 


It has been the joy and privilege of this staff to 
have Dr. Smith as one of us for a number of years. 
Che author of the “Little Jetts”, the “Fishers of Men” 
edition of the New Testament, and many articles in 
religious Journals over the years, we know that his 
many friends will remember him in their prayers and 
may wish to express their love by a letter or card. 


—The Editoi 
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The Supernatural 





By Dr. J. Park McCallie, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Mark Twain once said he was not bothered so 


» much by the things in the Bible he did not under- 


stand, as by the things he did understand only too 


' well. And that is true of all of us. We are all troubled 


by such statements as “Be sure your sin will find 
you out” and “whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap.” Yes, the Bible is clear enough about 


} man’s sins and their result in complete separation 


10) | 








of the creature from the Creator. Hell is clearly taught 
in the Word. “The way of the transgressor is hard” 
indeed, and Mark Twain had sense enough to know 
that God condemned sin in scathing terms. “The soul 
that sinneth shall die.” 


Nevertheless there are statements in the Bible that 
are hard to understand because they are beyond our 
experience. We are accustomed to natural law, that 
every effect has a cause and if we look far enough, 
we can ascertain the cause. We establish by such 
observation what we know as natural law, which is 
simply a statement of what regularly follows each 
cause, such as Newton’s laws of motion and his law of 
gravitation that everybody attracts every other body 
in the universe. He proved it by showing that the 
earth attracted the moon with the same amazing 
power with which it pulled the ripe apple off the 
tree to the ground. Thus the great Creator has made 
an orderly universe. It is not haphazard, but acts 
according to law. These laws constitute what we 
know as science, the established facts of nature. Evo- 
lution, the development of every living thing from 
forms beneath it, even man from lower animals, 
known as organic evolution, is not one established 
fact, not real science but an hypothesis, that in 
essence contradicts the Scriptures. It requires as much 
faith, if not more, to believe that mere chance has 
created all the marvelous designs seen in every form 
of matter, living and non-living. . 


Yet there are many today of the foremost scientists, 
probably the great majority, that by faith accept 
the absurdities of organic evolution, the missing links, 
the spontaneous generation of life from the non-liv- 
ing, and rejects the permanency of species, each atter 
its kind, the emergence of mind and spirit, the fact 
of every nation desiring a god to worship. Why will 
they flee from the Scriptures and their wonderful 
presentation of the development of the progressive 
revelation of God, their portrayal of the character of 
God through Jesus Christ, our Lord, of the exact ful- 
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fillment of prophecies, more than 300 of them, with 
reference to His coming, His wonderful life of service, 
and the expression of God’s love in the sacrifice of 
His well-beloved Son for the sins of men. Why, yes, 
why will man reject the Word of God? They accept 
the impossible, swallow camels while straining out 
the gnat, and believe the fanciful concoctions of man 
trying to explain how he came to be here, with its 
“maybes”, its probablys”, its “possiblys”, instead of 
the “Thus saith the Lord”, “That the word of the 
prophet might be fulfilled.” 


The reason is because these unexplained facts are 
supernatural, above nature and we cannot explain 
what is beyond our understanding. 


Let us consider briefly 


The Supernatural 


We Christians all live in the supernatural as much 
as in the natural. The natural comes first. The first 
Adam preceded the second Adam, the Lord from 
Heaven. The first birth comes before the second 
birth, the birth from above, the New Birth. This 
is the beginning of the reality of the supernatural 
with each of us. Then day by day as we grow in 
grace, just as we grow in stature, we become more 
and more conscious of the supernatural always within 
us, round about us and above us, in the past as 
revealed to us in Scripture, in the outworking of 
God in history, in the present in our daily approach- 
ing the throne of grace in prayer and our worship and 
guidance by the Holy Spirit and in our setting our 
affections not on things on earth but on things above 
where Christ sits at the right hand of God. “For ye 
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with Him in glory.” That is one 
of the most supernatural statements in the Bible, yet 
it is about our daily life, something we are to realize 
every day, namely that the Christian life is a super- 
natural life, lived moment by moment in intimate 
relationship with God, our Heavenly Father, with 
Jesus Christ, our great Redeemer and Intercessor, and 
with the Holy Spirit, our instructor, guide, comforter, 
and companion. What a supernatural relation is this 
—a human being, a mere man again in touch with 
the triune God! 


The Bible assumes one premise from which follow 
all the supernatural events that it records. Granted 
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this one premise and all the rest presents no diffi- 
culties in acceptance. They follow logically and most 
reasonably. That one premise, which is not argued, 
but taken for granted, which, in fact, the whole world 
until recent times has taken for granted is stated in 
the very first book of the Bible, the first chapter, 
the first verse, in fact the very first phrase—‘In the 
beginning God.” 

I sat with my wife one beautiful afternoon in 
early May on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. We 
were under the shade of an overhanging banana tree. 
A little brook was gurgling into the Lake. It was 
irresistible. I pulled off my shoes and sox and be- 
came a barefooted boy again as I waded in the brook 
and the shallows on the sandy margin of the Lake 
Genessaret. Then I sat by my wife and said, “I will 
read a little of what a famous traveler said of this 
Sea from a book given me by Dr. Egbert Smith, our 
Executive Secretary of Foreign Missions. It was en- 
titled “A Pilgrimage to Palestine.” I read: “Before 
one comes to this beautiful lake, 8 miles wide by 
13 miles long, surrounded by the mountains of Moab 
on the east and the lovely hills of Galilee on the 
west, clear water flowing in and out, life-giving, both 
to man and fish, and with such a history in its 
background, he might assume that its character was 


different from any other lake in the world and that 
its surface would hold up the weight of a human 
being. Not so, it is no different from our own Lake 
Erie in that respect.” My 
vehemence, “Shut up that book. 
hear any more from it. What the author intimates 
and all but says is this: “Neither Jesus nor Peter 
ever walked on the surface of Galilee. He disbelieves 
in the supernatural in the Bible.” And, indeed, he 
did, for the author denied both the virgin birth, and 
the physical resurrection, and in the blood of Jesus 
given as satisfaction of God’s wrath against man’s 
sin. He was none other than Harry Emerson Fosdick 
the leader of modernists in America. “Of course,” 
says he, “I believe in the divinity of Jesus as I believe 
in the divinity of my mother.” This is a species of 
Pantheism which accounts all creation as divine, an 
expression and representation of God. This eventu- 
ates in the worship of man as God which has hap- 
pened in the past under Nebuchadnezzar and the 
Roman Emperors and will again under one world 
government and antichrist. 


I don’t want to 


Let us hold to the true supernatural of the Bible 
and not the false variety of witchcraft or demon 
worship or humanism. 


Quebee, The World’s Neediest 
Mission Field 


Rev. W. Gordon Brown, Dean 


Central Baptist Seminary, Toronto 


(In several recent issues of The Southern Presbyterian Journal there have 
Foxe’s Book of Martyrs of the Romish persecutions in southern France years ago. 


brings the subject up to date.) 


Quebec is _ beautiful. 
Quebecois are quaint. 
old world. 
interest. 
field. 


Many things distinctly 
Quebec has a touch of the 
The travel bureaus use this for real 
Yet Quebec is the world’s neediest mission 


“But Quebec is on this Christian continent,” you 
say. Of course it is, but it is almost solidly Romanist. 
In most of the vast province you cannot hear the 
Gospel in a church, on a street corner, at your door, 
or over the radio. Quebec is full of idols. The Pope 
declared the province to be the world’s most Catholic 
country at this time. Everywhere Mary, not Christ, 
is presented as the only hope for four million French- 
Canadians. 


Per capita, Brazil has seven times as many mis- 
sionaries, Northern Rhodesia twenty times, and the 
Congo six times, as the French speaking areas of 
Canada. That is because we can count only fifty 
evangelical missionaries of whatever denomination, 
while Rome boasts of 44,000 full time workers. 


Back in 1938 the Rev. Wilfred Wellington, L.Th., 
pioneered work in North Western Quebec. He is 
still pioneering, but now in Hull, a bigoted French 
city just across the Quebec border from the Canadian 
capital, Ottawa. Himself of English descent, he had 
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been condensations from 
The following article 
to become fluent in French- 
Canadian French. 


French, especially 


Ten years later, Rev. Murray Heron, B.Th., began 
in Noranda, a large mining town in North-West 
Quebec. Two years later he was able to go on the 
radio, presently to extend to a second outlet, then 
to a third, and now a fourth in the bishop seat olf 
Amos. Despite the fact that these stations are owned 
and operated by Roman Catholics, the impossible 
happens, the iron swims, and the Gospel goes forth 
every week in French over this North-Western net- 
work. For the past fifteen months this red-headed 
English Canadian, who speaks French with an On- 
tario accent, has entered an increasing host of homes 
via television, drawing response from more than 
fifty communities. 


His brother, the Rev. Lorne Heron, B.Th., works 
in the neighboring town of Val d’Or. Here the big 
battle has been for the right to preach in the open 
air. When the town council denied it, Heron and 
his friends persisted. Jail terms on him and perhaps 
thirty others totalled 7 1-2 years. A very attractive 
young lady from my congregation went to help in 
the struggle, and she was jailed for a month. On a 
Sunday morning she with other Christian women, 


stood on the stairs of the second floor of the Amos 


jail and sang: 


. 
. 


wife said to me with 
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“Our fathers, chained in prisons dark, 
Were still in heart and conscience free. 
And blest would be their children’s fate, 
If they, like them, could die for Thee!” 


At last victory came, and the Gospel is regularly 
preached in the open air in Val d’Or. A Christian 
in the Val d’Or area testified that the thing that 
stirred him to read the Bible and seek the Lord 
Jesus Christ was an open-air service in downtown 
Val d’Or, when he saw Christian workers arrested 
and taken to jail. 


In another town our workers were molested and 
then charged with riot, the penalty for which is seven 
years in the penitentiary. “But prayer.” The tide 
turned, the town council of La Sarre “called off the 
dogs.” 


In the Eastern Townships as they are called, a 
district now mostly French, southeast of Montreal, 
other workers have had physical persecution, but they 
keep on and their work increases. Twelve missionary 
families are supported by the Fellowship of Evan- 
gelical Baptist Churches in Canada, and seven other 
families are supported by designated funds. 


Recently a long letter, personally addressed, setting 
forth the chief errors of Rome, together with the 
way of salvation through Christ alone, was mailed 
to every French priest and nun in the province. This 
sowing of the seed is beginning to bear fruit. 


But the opposition is great and sometimes goes to 
extreme lengths. The Rev. Maurice Boillat reports 
this event, this year. 


The remains of a widow’s son were sold to the 
Roman Catholic Church for burial against the mother’s 
wish. This, in brief, is what the small community of 
Richibucto witnessed a few days ago, thus recording 
a sad commentary on the consequences evolving out 
of a situation where Roman Catholicism is strong and 
Protestantism is weak. The details of the incident 
appear in the letter addressed to the Funeral Homes 
of the Province of New Brunswick and to the Ca- 
nadian Funeral Service Associations, Boards, and 
Councils, published below. 


Shameful and tragic is the fact that the undertaker 
guilty of the offence should be a so-called Protestant! 
As the story unfolds, it seems clear that the Funeral 
Director was determined to please the Roman Church, 
his best client, regardless of professional ethics, re- 
ligious convictions, or law. He has given Canada a 
disturbing demonstration that Rome is bound to exploit 
Protestant weakness to the last degree. 


The Richibucto incident will also remain a remorse- 
ful reminder of the powerful influence exercised by 
the Roman Church. In fact, Rome was instructing 
the Protestant undertaker on the course to follow 
in the releasing of a body placed in his custody. 
Priests were still in the Funeral Home at midnight, 
giving orders for the secret removal of the remains 
early the following morning. 


There can be no doubt that where the Roman sys- 
tem prevails, there is no regard for law, ethics, or 
feeling: the Church must have its way. Let us look 
at the Richibucto case again. No Roman Catholic 
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priest, boasting of a high education, could possibly 
be ignorant of the law of the land giving the next- 
of-kin full authority in the type of burial desired; 
nor would he deny the importance of respecting pro- 
fessional ethics; nor still would he advocate adding 
grief to a bereaved widow by disregarding her wishes. 
And yet, the Richibucto priests have been guilty of 
violating all three, law, ethics, and respect of feeling. 


But what of the law? The greatest tragedy of it 
all is that the Roman Church remains legally un- 
touchable. Further still, should our Province have 
no Supreme Court Judge sympathetic to our cause, 
any immediate action would be almost impossible, for 
a Judge can always find legal technicalities to refuse 
an injunction, mandate, or other documents requiring 
his signature. 


Let the Richibucto incident be a historic warning 
to Protestant Canada, and a call to all Christians for 
a clear propagation of the truth of the Gospel in its 
practical applications, and the defence of it. 
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It equals in content the essential information only 
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volumes. It is a vast reference library, containing 
information which is international in scope. 30 
volumes, sets as new. 
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BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 


Fifth Printing, 32nd thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
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the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 6, 1959 


Working Against God 


Obadiah; Jonah 1:2 
Psalm 37:1-9 


Background Scripture: 
Devotional Reading: 


In our Devotional Reading from Psalm 37 David 
is exhorting us not to fret because of evildoers, for 
evildoers shall be cut off. This is an exhortation 
which we need today. There is the story right now 
in one of our popular magazines of a man who is one 
of these evildoers and yet is living in luxury almost 
like a king. Guilty of almost every crime, an ex- 
convict, who owes the government thousand of dollars 
in income taxes, he seems to be able to defy all 
authority and live like a prince. It is easy to “fret” 
and worry about such men when we know of plenty 
of good people who are having a hard time to make 
both ends meet. Evildoers shall be cut off, however, 
but those that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit 
the earth. It is only a matter of time. Let us trust in 
the Lord and do good, and not envy the wicked who 
appear to prosper in their way. Let us rest in the 
Lord and wait patiently for Him. He shall bring 
forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judg- 
ment as the noonday. 


The same reasoning applies to wicked nations. 
Right now the whole world is in dread and ap- 
prehensive because of several wicked nations that are 
certainly “prospering” at the present time. Now 
America has plenty of sins, and we should be on our 
knees, crying for mercy and forgiveness. But we 
know that Russia and Red China with their allies 
threaten the very existence of freedom-loving people. 
Like Assyria and Babylon and Egypt threatened Is- 
rael, so these nations are a constant threat to world 
peace. It is easy to “fret” and worry and wonder 
what will be the result. Now, whatever the immedi- 
ate outcome, we know that wicked nations will be 
cut off. What happened to Assyria and Babylon will 
come upon them. Just as these two nations were 
used, however, to chasten Israel! and Judah, Russia 
and Red China may be used to chasten America. 
We in America ought to turn to God and trust in 
Him. I am afraid that now we are trusting more in 
ourselves. 


The Bible is not a history of all the nations of the 
world, but mainly of the Jews and the Plan of Sal- 
vation. Every once in a while we have something 
about other nations. Our lesson from Obadiah is 
such a case. It concerns Edom, a nation related to 
Israel. As Dr. Morgan says, we must not neglect a 
book of the Bible because it is a small book. Obadiah 
has a message for us and as we study it we ought to 
get that message fixed in our hearts. It is a warning 
to us as a nation and also personally. The world is 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


divided into two classes of people: those who are 
like animals without any spiritual longings and those 
who are seeking God and spiritual attainments. 
Edom stands for the animal and material. As a na- 
tion it had no place for God. 


I. Esau and Jacob: Two representative men: Edom 
and Israel. 


To understand the message of Obadiah it would 
be well for us to look at two brothers, twin brothers, 
the sons of Isaac and Rebekah. It was some years 
before Rebekah had any children and these boys 
came in answer to Isaac’s prayers. She was told be- 
fore they were born that there would be two manner 
of people born of her and that the elder would serve 
the younger. Esau and Jacob were twins, but they 
were anything but identical twins. They did not 
look alike, for Esau was a hairy man, and Jacob 
smooth: they did not act alike. Esau cared nothing 
much about the home. He was a cunning hunter, 
while Jacob was a plain man dwelling in tents. Isaac 
loved Esau because he ate of his venison; Rebekah 
loved Jacob: he was a mother’s boy. There was an- 
other very striking and character-revealing difference, 
which comes out more fully as we study their lives: 
Esau cared nothing about God or spiritual attain- 
ments while Jacob, with his many faults, did seek for 
God and spiritual blessings, although he tried to get 
what he wanted by crooked means. 


Esau, the elder brother. As we read the story we 
are tempted to feel like Isaac; we like Esau. He is 
a man of the out-of-doors and he is badly treated 
by Jacob and this makes us sympathize with him. 
I expect most men like Esau better than his scheming 
brother. But he has underneath an earthly, animal- 
like character. 


Take, for instance, his birthright. This included 
spiritual as well as material blessings. The record 
tells us that Esau despised his birthright. So when 
he came in faint and hungry and saw the savory 
pottage that Jacob was making, he wanted some, and 
Jacob, who had been longing for this birthright, 
easily persuaded him to sell his birthright for a mess 
of pottage. This event revealed Esau’s character. He 
represents a class of men who care nothing for 
spiritual blessings but think and plan and work for 
the gratifying of the flesh, without any thought for 
their souls. We see them every day. We work side 
by side with them. They care nothing for their birth- 
right as far as spiritual things are concerned. I have 
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some of them on my prayer list and you, no doubt, 
on yours. They seem so indifferent to anything that 
concerns their spiritual welfare. We almost give them 
up as “hopeless” cases. Only the Spirit of God can 
touch and change them. 


Then, take his wives. Both were Hittite women, 
heathen women, and were a grief of mind to Isaac 
and Rebekah. A man shows his character by his selec- 
tion of a wife, and Esau’s marriages to these women, 
showed that he cared little or nothing about the true 
God. When Esau realized that his wives did not 
please his father and mother, he took a third wife 
of the Ishmaelites, which was not much of an im- 
provement, although Ishmael was the son of Abra- 
ham. 


In the matter of the blessing all were at fault— 
the whole unhappy household. The blessing went 
with the birthright and Isaac was wrong in trying 
to give it to Esau. Jacob and his mother both were 
wrong in the deception of Isaac in his blindness. We 
cannot help feeling sorry for Esau as we hear his 
bitter cry and see his tears, but he had despised his 
birthright and had no right to expect the blessing. 
Jacob and Rebekah were not long in receiving the 
punishment for their part in this sordid affair. 


Dr. Campbell Morgan says that in Esau and Edom 
we have the unveiling of animalism. The Edomites 
were descendants of Esau and the Israelites of Jacob, 
or Israel, as his name came to be. 


Jacob, the younger brother. Jacob is an entirely 
different type of man from Esau, and at first glance, 
he seems a typical “heel-snatcher”, ready to take ad- 
vantage of his brother in every way possible. When 
we look beneath the surface, however, we find that 
Jacob, in spite of all his sins, had a longing for God 
and for spiritual things. He was not just an animal 
like Esau. He realized the value of the birthright 
and the blessing and was anxious to possess them. 
He went about getting them in the wrong way and 
was severely punished for his sins. God had to deal 
with Jacob in stern ways. He has to chasten him 
and change him before he could be called a Prince 
with God. His exile from home, caused by his and 
his mother’s wrong doing was the first step in that 
chastening process. He had his vision of the ladder 
and heard God’s promise. If Bethel was the place 
of conversion, he showed little evidence of a changed 
life for many years. His experience with Laban was 
another step in showing him his need of God. Then 
when he wrestled with a man at Peniel and his name 
was changed to Israel we see evidences of a different 
man. The God of Jacob is a God of Grace and 
Power and Patience, but He at last made a Prince 
with God out of the unpromising Jacob. 


As Esau is the type of the animal, so Jacob is the 
type of the spiritual. In the latter God shows what 
He can do with someone as mean as Jacob, if he 
will seek His face. 


Il. Obadiah, a message for the Edomites 


The message consists of two parts: the certainty 
of Edom’s destruction and reasons for this destruction. 
(See Analytical Bible) 
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Let us look first at their two great sins: (1) Pride 
and (2) Cruelty or Violence. Edom felt secure in 
their rocky fortresses. It felt like it could defy all 
the enemies about them. Their men of war could 
go out on some raid and then fly back to their rocky 
home. “The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, 
thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock . 
though thou exalt thyself as the eagle . thense 
will bring thee down, saith the Lord.” ‘They were 
trusting in the strength of their position and in their 
allies and in their own wisdom. Is not that what 
most nations trust in? I am afraid that few nations 
put their trust in God. What need had Edom for 
God? God resisteth the proud whether it be a nation 
or an individual and Edom was to be destroyed, said 
the prophet. Let America beware of pride. Let us 
not trust in either our position or in our allies or 
in our wisdom. Let us put our trust in God. 


There is a lesson for us as individuals. We have 
pride of wealth or of culture, or of position which 
may make us feel independent of God. If we differ 
from others, who makes us to differ? If we have 
more of this world’s goods, who gave this to us? Let 
us make our boast in the Lord and praise Him for 
His goodness. Let us remember the One who gave 
us all we have. 


The second sin of Edom was cruelty or violence, 
especially towards Judah. They never forgot that 
Jacob mistreated Esau and they were always ready 
to do all they could to help in distressing their 
“brother”. In the day of Judah’s disaster they rejoiced 
and helped to despoil her. God does not overlook 
our treatment of other nations. Some of the nations 
of today that are known for their cruelty will have 
to account for all this. Those who have been leaders 
in violence and murder will meet God at the Judg- 
ment Day. God holds nations as well as men re- 
sponsible for their deeds. Edom is to be destroyed. 
Think of all the cruelty of the past few years; of 
the thousands made homeless and other thousands 
butchered by heartless men; of the nations that have 
been overrun and crushed beneath the heel of aggres- 
sor nations. Nations that work against God will be 
destroyed. 


God has a message in this Book for all nations. 
Pride and cruelty will be punished as it was in Edom. 


III. Jonah—Chapters 1 and 2 


I will only have space to mention Jonah and will 
reserve most of this for next Sunday. In Jonah we 
have a prophet who disobeyed God and tried to run 
away from Him. The disobedient prophet was pun- 
ished. We cannot get away from God no matter 
where we go. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 6, 1959 


What Is A Christian ? 


Scripture: Ephesians 2:1-10 and 
II Corinthians 5:14-21 


Suggested Hymns: 
“I Need Thee Every Hour” 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“There Is A Green Hill Far Away” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

We are living in a land and at a time when religion 
and church-going are more popular than ever before. 
Not only are more people attending church in these 
days than ever before, but there is a larger percentage 
of the population affiliated with the churches than 
at any time during our national history. Unfor- 
tunately, there is strong evidence that much of this 
interest in things religious does not go very deep. At 
the same time that religion is enjoying such marked 
popularity we are experiencing an increase in divorce, 
emotional disturbances, crime, and juvenile delin- 
quency. It could be argued that these disquieting 
developments are not to be found among church peo- 
ple, but among the minority which has nothing to do 
with the church. This may be true, in part, but it is 
still very likely that the religion of many does not go 
deep enough to make much difference in their lives. 


There are many people who are members of Chris- 
tian churches and who have grown up in so-called 
Christian homes who do not really know what it 
means to be a Christian. It may be that they have 
some shadowy ideas about proper conduct, but they 
could not tell an honest inquirer how to go about 
becoming a Christian. Could this possibly be true 
of some of us? If a stranger should walk into our 
midst right now and ask us one by one, “What must 
I do in order to become a Christian?”, how many of 
us would know what to answer? In this program we 
shall check up on ourselves with regard to our under- 
standing of basic Christianity. 


First Speaker: 

With regard to beliefs, some people seem to have 
the peculiar notion that it does not make any im- 
portant difference what a person believes just as long 
as he believes something. This is certainly not true 
with respect to Christianity. To be a Christian a 
person must believe some very specific truths. It is 
obvious that in order to believe them, he must know 
them. He must know and believe that he is a spiritual 
creature, that he is a sinner, and that because of his 
sin he is spiritually lost. He must know and believe 
that Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God and the 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Saviour of sinners. He must know and believe that 
Jesus made satisfaction for the sins of men by dying 
in their place on the cross. He must believe that 
Jesus rose from the dead and ascended to eternal 
glory. He must believe that those who put their trust 
in Christ’s redeeming work have their sins forgiven 
and receive spiritual life as a free gift from God. 
There are many other things which are important for 
Christians to know and believe, but these are essen- 
tial. If we would help an unbeliever to become a 
Christian, and if we would be Christians ourselves, 
we must know and believe these things. 


Second Speaker: 


While knowledge is definitely essential to being a 
Christian, more than knowledge and intellectual con- 
viction is required to become a Christian. A Christian 
is one who has made a decision of personal commit- 
ment to Christ. Some Christians cannot tell you the 
day and hour of their decision to trust Christ and 
Him alone for their salvation, but they are certain 
of that trust in Him. For other Christians, the de- 
cision took place at a definite time and place. Whether 
the decision can be pinned down to a specific time 
or not, it must be based on what the person knows 
and believes. 


Commitment to Christ means trusting wholly in 
His merit to make us acceptable to God. Many peo- 
ple seem to think that Christian commitment means 
being committed to living a Christ-like life in our 
own strength. Living a Christ-like life is no simple 
thing. It is for the simple reason that men could 
not meet the requirements of God that God came 
into the world in the person of Christ to be the 
Saviour of mankind. “He (God) hath made him 
(Christ) to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 
It is true that we need righteousness in order to be 
Christians, but the only righteousness which will suf- 
fice is the righteousness of Christ which we receive 
by faith alone. (Eph. 2:8,9.) 


Third Speaker: 

It was John Calvin who taught that we are not 
saved by character but to character. A Christian, then, 
is a person whose life has been transformed. A per- 
son who has been saved by faith in Christ will give 
evidence of his salvation in the deeds of his life. The 
Bible says, “If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.” II Cor. 5:17. The kind of 
faith that saves will make a noticeable difference in 
the life and conduct of the saved person. This is 
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what the Bible means when it says, “Faith without 
works is dead.” People are seriously mistaken when 
they argue that they are saved from hell by faith and 
can, therefore, live as they please. We can live as we 
please only so long as it pleases us to please God. 
If our lives do not produce the works of righteous- 
ness after we make our decision of commitment to 
Christ, we should examine our faith to see if it is real. 

(In your closing prayer ask the Lord to give you 
renewed assurance of your salvation and to use your 
lives and words to bear a clear witness to true Chris- 
tianity.) 





Genius of Geneva 


A Popular Account 
of the 

LIFE AND TIMES 

OF JOHN CALVIN 


by L. PENNING 


Walter Lippman in his Preface to Morals states 
that “in Calvinism the revolt of the Reformation 
became stabilized to the last degree”; and Sir Paul 
Harvey in The Oxford Companion to English Litera- 
ture declares that “wherever Protestantism has had to 
fight for its life’”—as it is having to do today—“‘it has 
sought its strength in the discipline of Calvinism.” 
In this stimulating, life-size picture of Calvin, Pen- 
ning explains perhaps more clearly than has any 
other biographer in a popular account, Calvin’s in- 
credible and far-reaching influence on not only his 
own age, but on every succeeding age, in politics as 
well as religion. 


Penning shows the life of Calvin against the tur- 
bulence, religious unrest, and intellectual ferment of 
the time, when Europe stormed with Reformation 
and Counter Reformation, and traces the incredibly 
full life and work of the man who was not only the 
greatest of the sixteenth century Reformers, but also 
was the greatest man of his age. Here we see too, 
the man Calvin: a man of infinite tenderness as well 
as of great temper; one who despised money for him- 
self, but who thought it very important when counsel- 
ing a friend entertaining thoughts of marriage; and 
he was a man who would turn night into day to ac- 
complish his gigantic tasks, despite physical infirmities 
which caused him to suffer more than most. He was, 
Penning shows us, the man in whom the brain and 
heart of European Protestantism feverishly worked. 


Illustrated with twelve full-page plates, Penning’s 
Calvin is an inspiring readable account. 


Sent postpaid for $3.00 
or 


Sent FREE and POSTPAID as an award for Two 
(2) new yearly subscriptions to The Southern Pres- 
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Choice Christian Books 
for Your Library 


The Self-Disclosure of Jesus ___ $4.00 
by Geerhardus Vos 


This volume by the late Geerhardus Vos of 
Princeton Seminary is what many theologians con- 
sider to be Dr. Vos’ most important work. The 
que ‘ion in the modern debate concerning whether 
Jes . claimed and believed himself to be the Mes- 
siah, is here in the mind of Christ Himself. 


The Humiliation of Christ $3.50 
by A. B. Bruce 


A Classic in Christology 
Spoken of as having “won for himself the fore- 
most place among Christian apologists” in the nine- 
teenth century, A. B. Bruce crowned his New 
Testament studies with this brilliantly impressive 
study of a subject which he especially was equipped 
to write. 


The Secret of Pulpit Power $3.00 
(Through Thematic Christian Preaching) 
by Simon Blocker 


Here is a fresh, new book both the substance 
and techniques of successful thematic Christian 
preaching. 


God and the Cosmos $3.50 
by Theodore Graebner 


A Critical Examination of Atheism, Materialism 
and Evolutionism. 

“The most up to date, thorough, comprehensive, 
systematic book on Apologetics that we have had 
the pleasure of reading.” 

—Lutheran Herald 


The Basis of Millennial Faith $2.00 
by Floyd E. Hamilton 


Whatever your millennial view, The Basis of 
Millennial Faith will be a stimulant to your think- 
ing on the subject. 


The Teaching of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews 
by Geerhardus Vos 


This volume contains Dr. Vos’ classroom lectures 
on the teaching of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
edited and rewritten by the Reverend Johannes G. 
Vos, son of the author. It is especially valuable 
for its Scriptural illumination of such recent sub- 
jects as Christology and Eschatology. 


Any Three of the Above Separate Titles Sent 
Postpaid to One Address $5.00 


Act Quickly and Give Second Choice 
as Supply Is Limited 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
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World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1959 

Received to date 

% of Annual Budget 
received for 1959 

Bal. needed for 1959 


$4,530,000.00 
2,000,878.46 


44.1% 
2,529,121.54 





Board Of Church Extension 


REPORT OF JULY 1959 


Budget $1,823,644.00 
Receipts to date 502,143.11 
% of Annual Budget 27.54 
Bal. needed for year 1,321,500.89 





VIRGINIA 


Montgomery Presbytery met in its 
258rd Stated Meeting in the Pied- 
mont Presbyterian Church of Calla- 
way, Virginia, on Tuesday, July 28, 
1959, at 10:00 A. M. There were 
present 32 Ministers and 46 Ruling 
Elders. 


There were received into the Pres- 
bytery three Ministers as follows: 

Rev. Samuel G. Harness from Dur- 
ham, North Carolina, and Granville 
Presbytery. Arrangements were made 
for him to be installed as pastor of 
the Kayser Memorial Church, of 
Iron Gate, Virginia, and the Glen 
Wilton Church of Glen Wilton, Vir- 
ginia. 

Rev. Paul E. Smith from South- 
west Georgia Presbytery. Arrange- 
ments were made for him to be in- 
stalled as pastor of the Rocky Mount 
Presbyterian Church of Rocky 
Mount, Virginia. 


Rev. M. Bland Dudley from Nor- 
folk Presbytery. Mr. Dudley is to 
be the assistant pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Roanoke, 
Va. 

Candidate Elinos Alton Whitlock, 
of Floyd, Virginia, was licensed to 
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and arrangements made for him to 
be ordained. He is to serve the First 
Presbyterian Church of Covington, 
Va., as its assistant pastor. 


Rev. Glen A. Williams of Ararat, 
Va., was elected Moderator of this 
meeting after a sermon by the re- 
tiring Moderator, the Rev. L. P. Mc- 
Cord, the Assistant Pastor of the 
Second Presbyterian Church of 
Roanoke, Va. Rev. W. B. Healy, 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Roanoke, Virginia, was 
nominated to be the Moderator of 
the next Stated Meeting, the 254th, 
which is to be held in the Covenant 
Presbyterian Church of Roanoke, 
Virginia, on Tuesday, October 20, 
1959. 


Montgomery, Alabama (From the 
Messenger — bulletin of the Trinity 
Presbyterian Church) 


DR. ROBERT STRONG— 
TRINITY’S NEW MINISTER 


The members of Trinity are happy 
to know that Dr. Robert Strong is 
now a member of East Alabama 
Presbytery, having been received by 
unanimous vote at a called meeting 
of Presbytery on Thursday, July 16, 
1959. Dr. Strong accepted the call 
to Trinity Church several weeks ago. 
He will sever his ten-year connection 
with the First Church of Augusta, Ga. 
on August 1, will then take several 
weeks vacation and fill several speak- 
ing engagements he had had for 
sometime. 


He and his family will move to 
Montgomery the last of August and 
he will take up his active work on 
September 1, appearing for the first 
time in our pulpit on Sunday, Sep- 
tember 6. 





GEORGIA 


Atlanta — Aug. 7 —(PN)— The 
Executive Committee of the Board 
of Women’s Work today announced 
the appointment of Mrs. Helen T. 
Vass as Acting Executive Secretary 
of the Board. Mrs. Vass, a member 
of the Board since 1954, will serve 
as acting executive while the search 
is made for a permanent successor 
to Mrs. Leighton M. McCutchen, the 
late executive secretary. 


Mrs. Vass is director of Christian 
Education for the Homestead, Fla., 
First Presbyterian Church. She is 
at present vice-chairman of the Board 
of Women’s Work and has served 
the Board in the past as a member 
of the Program Committee and as 
Chairman of the Leadership Educa- 
tion Committee. The Executive Com- 
mittee states that Mrs. Vass will 
continue to serve as a member of 
the Board and as its vice-chairman. 


The new acting executive will as- 
sume her duties in Atlanta, Sept. 15. 
Mrs. W. H. Hopper of Louisville, Ky., 
a former chairman of the Board, has 
been serving as acting executive for 
the past months. Mrs. McCutchen’s 
death was in April. 


At a called meeting of Cherokee 
Presbytery, July 22, the pastoral re- 
lationship existing between the Rev. 
Charles L. Moffatt, Jr., and the First 
Presbyterian Church, Cedartown, was 
dissolved effective September 15. 
Mr. Moffatt will return to Scotland 
for graduate study during the next 
year. The assistant pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Rome, 
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Ga., the Rev. Thomas A. Stallworth, 
was given permission to labor beyond 
the bounds of Presbytery, as he takes 
up his new duties as a teacher at 
Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C. 
The Rev. David Maxwell, formerly 
a member of Atlanta Presbytery and 
pastor of the Hogansville, Ga. Pres- 
byterian Church was received into 
the membership of Cherokee Pres- 
bytery and installed Sunday, July 26, 


as pastor of the Rockmart Presby- 
terian Church. 


The first unit of the new camp 
and conference center of Cherokee 
Presbytery is rapidly rising on the 
property leased from the U. S. Gov- 
ernment on Allatoona Lake. This 
unit, a lodge, is being built by Gar- 
nett Smith, a Cartersville, Ga., con- 
tractor. The development committee 
is led by Mayor Charles Cowan, a 
ruling elder in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Cartersville, Ga. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton — A Phi Beta Kappa 
graduate of the University of Okla- 
homa is joining the Presbyterian 
College faculty this year as an As- 
sistant Professor of History, President 
Marshall W. Brown announced re- 
cently. He is Paul N. Campbell, who 
recently completed a year of study 
toward his doctorate at Michigan 
State University. 


A native of Tennessee and the son 
of a Presbyterian minister, Campbell 
has served previously as a high school 
principal, Boy Scout executive and 
Y. M. C. A. secretary. He received 
both his B.A. and his M.A. degrees 
from the University of Oklahoma, 
graduating Phi Beta Kappa, and he 
entered upon study toward his doc- 
torate in History at the Michigan 
State Graduate School last fall. 


Campbell will begin his duties at 
Presbyterian College at the start of 
the 79th session in September. 





TEXAS 


Dallas — (PN) — William H. 
Tagg, formerly minister of music at 
the First Presbyterian Church of 
Decatur, Ill., has assumed his duties 
as full-time minister of music at the 
Highland Park Presbyterian Church 
in Dallas. 


Mr. Tagg attended Illinois State 
Normal University, Western Reserve 
University, and received his Master 
of Music degree from Illinois Wes- 
leyan University. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER. 








Alan M. Stibbs’. $3.00. 


Dr. Stibb’s commentary on I Peter 
follows the verse-by-verse pattern of 
the earlier titles in this series. For 
the benefit of those who wish to 
study the teaching of the Epistle on 
the main Christian doctrines of 
which it treats, the author has added 
a section at the end of the book in 
which the relevant passages are 
classified and discussed. 


Eerdmans. 


The introductory notes which pre- 
cede the commentary search for the 
meaning and application of the text. 
They help to show us the book in its 
original setting. Dr. Stibbs makes 
out a strong case for the Petrine 
authorship of I Peter. He concludes 
that there is abundant evidence in 
the thought and expression of early 
Christians and none whatever that 
it was ever attributed to anyone 
else. He concurs with the judgment 
of Chase who said, “The only natural 
interpretation of the facts is that 
from the first it was the work of 
that apostle.” Again he says, “And 
there were men in those days not 
deficient in critical acumen or theo- 
logical discrimination nor insensible 
of the problems presented by the 
existence of so many writings claim- 
ing Petrine authority.” 


Concerning the date of the Epistle 
the author holds that the most satis- 
factory date is a little before the 
outbreak of the Neronian persecu- 
tion in A. D. 63 or early 64. 


As to the author and his message, 
Dr. Stibbs ably writes, “As the Epis- 
tle comes to us, it comes under the 
signature and with the authority of 
Peter, apostle of Jesus Christ and 
witness of His sufferings and glory. 
And as the Christian reader pursues 
it, he cannot stop at its haunting 
rhythms. The voice of the one who 
boasted and blustered and denied 
his Lord; who, as the Lord looked 
on him, went out and wept bitterly; 
who rejoiced that he was counted 
worthy to suffer shame for His sake, 
and who stretched forth his hands 
to glorify God in his death; who 
modestly calls himself ‘fellow-elder 
and witness’; the voice of such a 
man, who knew the full heat of the 
furnace in which Christian faith is 
tried, arrests him, and points him 
to his Servant-Saviour.”’ 


Commenting on the difficult pas- 
sage found in I Peter 3:19, the 
author writes, “Christ was thus able 
at once to exercise, as Man, new lib- 
erty and lordship. In His quickened 
human spirit, before His body was 
raised from the tomb, He was able 
to go where evil spirits are in prison, 
awaiting the judgment of the great 
day, and to announce to them His 





victory over death, and over the con- 
sequences to men of their evil- doing. 
He thus made them aware that their 
own judgment was finally sealed . 
Peter is not saying that Christ 
preached the Gospel. Rather He an- 
nounced His triumph over evil, which 
was for the evil spirits bad news. 
Many have wished to interpret the 
phrase ‘the spirits in prison’ as a 
reference to departed human spirits; 
but it fits in with the linguistic 
usage of Scripture, and with the ref- 
erence to the days of Noah, to un- 
derstand it as a reference to fallen 
angels.” 


This is an excellent piece of work 
and should be a real aid to ministers 
preparing sermons and Sunday 
School teachers who are looking for 
expository material on this Epistle. 
The author’s pleasing style makes 
this commentary delightful reading. 

—J.R. 





BASIC CHRISTIANITY. John R. 
W. Stott. Eerdmans. $1.25. 


Dr. Stott begins by observing that 
many people today are friendly 
toward Christianity but are not con- 
vinced of its truth. They have a 
sneaking suspicion that it is not in- 
tellectually respectable. They are un- 
willing to take the trouble to inves- 
tigate its credentials. This book is 
written for such people. The author 
simply makes a frank statement of 
basic Christianity. His starting point 
is the historical figure of Christ. He 
admits that if Christ was not God 
in human flesh Christianity is ex- 
ploded, for we are then left with 
just another religion with some 
beautiful ideas and noble ethics. He 
champions the view that there is 
sufficient evidence for the deity of 
Christ and that this evidence is good, 
strong, historical and cumulative. It 
is evidence to which an honest man 
can cheerfully subscribe without 
committing intellectual suicide. Once 
persuaded of the deity of Christ’s 
person, said Dr. Stott, we must ex- 
amine the nature of His work. We 
must ask for what purpose did He 
visit this world. He gives the Bibli- 
cal answer that Christ came into 
the world to save sinners. He says, 
“The Jesus of Nazareth is the 
heaven-sent Saviour whom we sin- 
ners need. We need to be forgiven 
and to be restored to fellowship 
with the all-holy God from whom 
our sins have separated us.” 


Important as the Christian creed 
is, Dr. Stott insists that this creed 
involves action. Our intellectual be- 
lief must be translated into deeds. 
What are Christians expected to do, 
then? He answers, “We must com- 
mit ourselves, heart and mind, soul 
and will, home and life, personally 
and unreservedly to Jesus Christ. 
We must trust in Him as our Saviour 
and submit to Him as our Lord and 
then go on to take our place as 
faithful members of the church and 
responsible citizens in the commu- 
nity.” This, he believes, is basic 
Christianity. 
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This is the third of the Eerdmans 
Pocket Edition we have reviewed. All 
three are highly meritorious and 
should be in the library of every 
Christian minister. These books are 
scholarly and yet attractively writ- 
ten. They can be a real blessing to 
both the Christian ministry and the 
Christian laity. 

—J.R.R. 





THINE IS MY HEART (John 
Calvin). John H. Kromminga. Zon- 
dervan. $3.95. 


John Calvin has been caricatured 
so many times as a cold and bigoted 
theologian that many people are un- 
aware of the fact that in his writings 
there is a strong devotional strain. 
This devotional spirit, says Dr. 
Kromminga, stands out clearly in his 
many sermons, commentaries, and 
abounds in his extensive correspond- 
ence. The selections found in this 
book will lead the reader to a new 
appreciation of a truly great Chris- 
tian man and bring him into living 
contact with the best expression of 
the Christian faith throughout the 
ages. 


There is a Scripture selection fol- 
lowed by an exposition for every day 
of the year. This book should appeal 
to all Christians who are not satis- 
fied with anything less than the best. 
The sincere reader who follows these 
selections will be guided to a more 
intimate walk with the sovereign 
God of grace and glory. The presi- 
dent of Calvin Theological Seminary 
has rendered a fine service to the 
church in compiling these devotional 
gems. —J.R.R. 





THE GOSPEL IN DISPUTE. Ed- 
mund Perry. Doubleday. $3.95. 


Dr. Perry is chairman of the De- 
partment of History and Literature 
of Religions at Northwestern Uni- 
versity. He is thoroughly acquainted 
with non-Christian religions. The au- 
thor emphasizes the fact that Chris- 
tians must not act timidly toward 
non-Christian religions but must 
share with them a fluid and con- 
tinual exchange of thought and doc- 
trine. 


Some searching questions are 
asked in this volume: What is it we 
are carrying to men of these other 
religions? In answering this ques- 
tion are we led to ask what in our 
own faith must be purged before 
we make our missionary approach to 
our rival religions? He insists that 
the Gospel will get a more friendly 
hearing if missionaries present them- 
selves as Christians simply and not 
as Christian Westerners and if they 
present the Good News as Good News 
about the West. He believes that 
missionaries should not preach and 
profess faith in a civilization and 
that Christian faith is not to be 
equated with or associated with one 
or any particular civilization either 
exclusively or primarily. 


The conservative Christian will 
find a number of objectionable fea- 
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tures in this volume. The author is 
influenced by his liberal presupposi- 
tions. The liberal will also find points 
of disagreement because the author 
insists upon the uniqueness of Chris- 
tianity. At certain points he criti- 
cizes Toynbee whom he says does 
not really understand the sense in 
which the Gospel is God’s. He writes, 
“Therefore the Good News of God 
is first of all bad news and remains 
bad news until we give up our little 
empires and acknowledge God in 
Christ to be Lord and King. That 
God is a jealous God means that He 
will tolerate no competitors.” Once 
more in criticism of Toynbee he re- 
marks that love will be tolerant but 
love will not compromise. 


Dr. Perry concludes this volume 
with this statement: “The present 
dispute brings the issues and dif- 
ferences among religions out in the 
open so that the genuine Christian 
has to dialogue with the genuine 
Jew, the true Muslim, the best Hin- 
du and the real Buddhist. Into this 
situation the genuine Christian will 
advance unashamed of the Gospel 
which is the power of God unto sal- 
vation, for the Jew first but also 
for the Muslim, the Hindu and the 
Buddhist.” 


This book should be read carefully 
because it is written in such a way 
that it could be easily misinterpreted. 
The discerning reader who knows 
how to separate the wheat from the 
chaff can find in this volume a num- 
ber of helpful suggestions to 
strengthen missionary preaching. 

—John R. Richardson 





THE IDEA OF EQUALITY. 
George L. Abernethy. John Knox 
Press. $6.00. 


Dr. Abernethy endeavors in this 
volume to trace the development of 
the idea of equality in western 
thought. He believes that the basic 
pattern of the development and op- 
eration of the idea of equality can 
be discovered only by a historical 
study of this empirical data. This 
anthology does not offer a systematic 
analysis of the question but gives 
some historical perspective to il- 
luminate the question. 


There is a great deal of error to- 
day in many people’s minds concern- 
ing the idea of equality. Many pro- 
mote the idea that equality is the 
greatest thing to be desired. They 
forget that our Lord has said, “To 
him that hath shall be given and 
from him that hath not shall be 
taken away and given to him that 
hath.” The idea prevails that we 
should take from the sober man and 
give to the drunkard or from the 
industrious man and give to the slug- 
gard. This type of thinker seems to 
prefer a law that levels rather than 
one that develops. It should be kept 
in mind that this line of thought 
came out of the French Revolution 
and not out of the Bible. 


There is a vast difference between 
liberty and equality. The Bible advo- 
cates liberty, but not equality. In 






this volume some of the authors 
quoted really are speaking in behalf 
of liberty rather than equality. For 


example, section 24 by Samuel 
Rutherford is a defense of freedom 
rather than equality. 


There is a wide variety of authors 
quoted in this anthology and the 
reader should, of course, recognize 
that there is a tremendous differ- 
ence between the soundness of 
thought of men like Karl Marx and 
the selections given from the New 
Testament. The preponderance of 
material in the volume are from 
writers with a liberal slant. 

—J.R.R. 





FAMILY WORSHIP HELPS. 20c. 
BIBLE SURVEY. 25c. 
STUDIES IN I JOHN. 20c. 


FIVE POINTS OF CALVINISM. 
Lawrence Manross. 7c. 


BIBLICAL BASIS OF INFANT 
BAPTISM. Kenneth A. Horner, Jr. 
10e. 


Publisher: Department of Publi- 
cations, Committee on Christian Edu- 
cation, The Bible Presbyterian 
Church, 3712 Riviera Road, Colum- 
bia Road, Columbia 5, S. C. 


Family Worship Helps are planned 
to encourage family worship with 
attention to the whole family’s par- 
ticipation. 


Bible Survey has an outline pre- 
pared for the pupil. 


Studies in I John gives 12 lessons 
suited for simple studies of the Epis- 
tle in the Sunday School in men’s 
or women’s Bible study groups. 


Five Points of Calvinism aims to 
answer objections and show the rea- 
sonableness and Scriptural founda- 
tion of these disputed points. 


Biblical Basis of Infant Baptism 
presents a thorough statement of the 
Biblical evidence for the practice of 
infant baptism. 





BETWEEN GOD AND SATAN. 
Helmut Thielicke. Eerdmans. $2.00. 


This volume discusses the tempta- 
tion of Christ and the temptability 
of man. It appeared for the first 
time in 1938. It was reissued in 1946. 
The author now issues this work for 
a third time. Dr. Thielicke is Pro- 
fessor of Systematic Theology at the 
University of Hamburg in Germany. 
His purpose in this volume is to give 
us a solid study of the temptation 
of Christ and endeavor to awaken 
in the reader a deeper understand- 
ing of the grim struggle in which 
we as well as our Lord are involved. 
Man is pictured as the battlefield 
where 2 powers engage in ceaseless 
conflict. The main thrust of the vol- 
ume is that God, our rightful Lord, 
is entitled to receive from man 
complete obedience. This is a moving 
book with many fine insights for the 
preacher. 
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THE ECUMENICAL ERA IN 
CHURCH AND SOCIETY (A Sym- 
posium in honor of John A. Mackay). 
Edward J. Jurji. Macmillan. $5. 


This is an appropriate recognition 
of Dr. Mackay on the occasion of 
his completion of his service as Presi- 
dent of Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary by sundry of his associates at 
Princeton and in the ecumenical 
work. Professor Hugh T. Kerr writes 
an appreciation of Mackay particu- 
larly for the Christocentric character 
of his testimony, his piety and his 
ecumenical missionary interests. Sec- 
retary Visser "T Hoofd presents 
Christ as the Shepherd gathering the 
scattered children of God, and warns 
against any gathering apart from the 
Good Shepherd. Professor Hendry 
sets forth the true sense of the holi- 
ness, catholicity, unity and apostol- 
icity of the Church. Dr. H. Kraemer 
insists on the personal God and the 
unsurrenderable historical character 
of Christianity. Professor Baez- 
Camargo has a most interesting and 
informative account of the early 
evangelical, Biblical, Chris t-p.r o - 
claiming message of the primitive 
missionaries to Mexico before the 
Inquisition had condemned such a 
work as Bishop Zumarraga’s Chris- 
tian Doctrine. For Secretary D. T. 
Niles, Jesus Christ is the evangelist, 
the apostle of our high calling, who 
said, “I will bring, I will gather, I 
will draw.” Professor Homrighausen, 
who also writes on evangelism, in- 
sists that conversion is necessary to 
becoming a Christian. 

It is a pleasure to note that Dr. 
E. C. Blake defends the Christologi- 
eal basis of the World Council, but 
a matter of concern when he insists 
that all member churches recognize 
that the Council will engage in cer- 
tain activities that all cannot heartily 
approve, such as Pan-Orthodoxy. 
Does this mean that Protestants are 
to support programs prepared by 
Eastern Orthodox Churches with in- 
tercession to sundry saints and ven- 
eration of icons? How does the 
Presbyterian leader relate this 
ecumenicity to the Westminster 
catechetical and confessional exposi- 
tion of Biblical worship? 


—WCR 


THE STORY OF THE CHURCH. 
A. N. Renwick. Eerdmans. $1.25. 

Dr. Renwick believes that since 
for nearly 2000 years the Christian 
church has exercised profound influ- 
ence upon the Western world, no 
one ought to be indifferent to the 
story of the church of Christ. The 
author conceives of the history of 
the church as simply an account of 
the success and its failure in carry- 
ing out Christ’s great commission to 
go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature and teach 
all nations. In the execution of this 
program, the author divides his 
thinking into four parts: 1. mission- 
ary activity, 2. church organization, 
a doctrine, 4. the effect on human 
ife. 

Beginning with the apostolic age 
the author traces the course of the 
church to the 20th century. The 








author concludes that in spite of all 
the problems faced by the church 
there is much to inspire confidence 
and thankfulness. Of the leading 
Christian bodies in the world ap- 
proximately 31% are Protestant, 
48% Roman Catholic, and 21% 
Eastern Orthodox. The most en- 
couraging aspect of this history is 
its reminder that there is scarcely 
any country where the Gospel has 
not penetrated in greater or less de- 
gree. Concerning the future, the 
author acknowledges that it is not 
very clear, “But we know that the 
Lord who went before His people 
in the pillar of cloud by day and 
the pillar of fire by night has not 
forgotten His believing church in 
these modern days.” 


The 212 pages in this volume con- 
stitute an overall view of the 
progress of the church through the 
centuries. It is fascinating reading 


and there is not a dull page in it. 
—J.R 





OUT OF NAZARETH. D. M. 
Baillie. (Edited by Dr. John Baillie) 
Seribners. $3.50. 


It is a pleasure to welcome this 
timely volume of sermons and lec- 
tures by the late Professor Donald 
Baillie edited by his brother. Each 
is thoughtful and thought provoking. 
The author is master of the history 
of Christian theology. He has a fine 
appreciation of the mystery of God 
and is glad to rejoice in that which 
God has_ revealed of Himself. 
“Through Christ and the Holy Spirit 
we know enough of the nature of 
God to enable us to trust the ut- 
most depths of its remaining mys- 
tery.” This work is particularly 
helpful in its treatment of the doc- 
trines of the Trinity and of the In- 
earnation. For this book, Jesus 
Christ is God manifest in the flesh, 
God appearing in a human life on 
earth, God the Son co-eternal with 
the Father. In these matters there 
were disconcerting notes in the much 
earlier work on THE PLACE OF 
JESUS CHRIST IN MODERN 
CHRISTIANITY by the editor of 
this volume, Dr. John Baillie. In 
the volume under review the two 
Baillies, Professors Donald and John, 
author and editor, write in the faith 
of their fathers — the faith of 


Christendom. 
—Wm. C. Robinson 





YOUTH FELLOWSHIP KIT, Vol- 
ume 17. Westminster Press. $3.50. 


The Youth Fellowship Kit, Volume 
17 has been prepared to put life into 
the meetings of young people. The 
editors say that this volume is more 
concerned with asking the right ques- 
tions than with providing a set of 
answers that can be barked out on 
command. The director of Christian 
Education or the adult advisor for 
young people could find helpful sug- 
gestions in this Youth Fellowship 
Kit. Some are usable, some should 
be eliminated. 


Junior-Hi Kit, Number 16, ($3.00) 
contains annual program resources 


for advisors of Junior Hi groups. The 
topics are undated, the purpose of 
this is to give the advisor freedom 
to adapt or develop topics with the 
Junior High committee according to 
the needs and interests of the group. 
There are 4 main sections. The first 
deals with the Bible and the Church, 
the second with Our Life in Our 
World, the third Time for Fun, and 
lastly a section on Worship and 
Drama. 





OSWALD SMITH’S BEST 
SONGS. (Compiled by Dr. Oswald 
Smith) The Rodeheaver, Hall-Mack 
Company. $.85 (paper back) 


With the rise in popularity of 
gospel songs in our country within 
the last half-century several writers 
have come into prominence. Dr. Os- 
wald Smith of Toronto, Canada, has 
contributed substantially to this her- 
itage in music. 


This publication contains some 
sixty-two of his better known songs 
and includes such favorites as, “Then 
Jesus Came”, “After”, “Joy in Serv- 
ing Jesus’, and “The Song of the 
Soul Set Free’’. 


The collection will be especially 
useful for musical directors of Youth 
Conferences and Meetings, as well as 
for others desiring the better of 
our contemporary gospel songs. 

—J. Julius Scott, Jr. 





CONVERSIONS. D. Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones. Inter-Varsity Press. 
50c. 


Dr. Lloyd-Jones presents a 40 page 
critique of the book “Battle for the 
Mind” in which the author, Dr. Wil- 
liam Sargent raises on psychological 
grounds important questions con- 
cerning the nature of Christian con- 
version. Dr. Lloyd-Jones summarizes 
Dr. Sargent’s main thesis, discusses 
sume of its implications and examines 
in particular the author’s interpreta- 
tion of Pentecost and the conversions 
of St. Paul and John Wesley. He 
urges Christians to reconsider most 
carefully their evangelistic methods. 
Dr. Lloyd-Jones has made a real con- 
tribution in distinguishing between 
psychological and spiritual conver- 
sions. 





COMMENTARY ON THE GOS- 
PEL OF LUKE. F. L. Godet. Zon- 
dervan. $9.95. 


One of the hopeful signs of our 
day is the republication of classical 
works in exegetical studies. Dr. 
Godet has sought to eliminate tech- 
nical language as far as possible and 
put the results of his findings with- 
in the reach of all. It was his aim 
to produce a commentary not just 
for consultation but to be read. 


The author tells us, “If I am 
asked with what scientific or religious 
assumptions I have approached this 
study of the third Gospel, I reply 
with these two only: the authors of 
our Gospels were men of good sense 
and good faith.” 


The 462 pages in this volume are 
rich in exegetical and expository ma- 
terial on the third Gospel. The 
author has succeeded remarkably 
well in pointing to the glory of 
Christ and showing us that only as 
we behold His glory can the church 
be raised to its full height. 

—J.R.R. 





THE GREATEST OF THESE IS 
LOVE. A. A. Van Ruler. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co. $2.00. 


Paul said that the greatest thing 
in all the world is love. Many others 
following him have had to say the 
same thing. The highest form of all 
life is love. If the question should 
be asked, “Why does Paul speak so 
extravagantly of love?’’, the answer 
is found in this exposition of | 
Corinthians 13. The more excellent 
way of life is love and Dr. Van 
Ruler says, “It is the way par ex- 
cellence, the way of life and time, 
the way through the temporal created 
reality. It is possible really to live, 
to live in reality only along the 
way of love. But a man can truly 
experience reality only if he loves 
it.” This thought is worked out in 
the author’s statements in this vol- 
ume. Dr. Van Ruler observes that 
this chapter is more than teaching 
and more than preaching, it is a 
song in witness to Christ. 


Professor Van Ruler who occupies 
the chair of Dogmatic Theology in 
the University of Utrecht in the 
Netherlands, has written here a vol- 
ume of surpassing devotional and 
theological value. This volume can 
be highly commended to all who 
desire new insights into the greatest 
thing in the world. 

—John R. Richardson 


THE MEANING OF BAPTISM. 
John Frederick Jansen. Westminster 
Press. $2.50. 


Dr. Jansen points out that since 
God has spoken through the sacra- 
ments we dare not lose the word 
that comes from them. Man lives 
by symbol and sacrament. He needs 
every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God. This volume is es- 
pecially helpful in relating baptism 
to the devotional life. Thus the 
author shows that infant baptism is 
not a meaningless social custom but 
rather a relevant symbol of living 
faith. 





This volume of meditation is ad- 
dressed to pulpit and pew. It does 
not presume to be a historical or 
systematic treatise on the theology 
of the sacraments or of baptism in 
particular. It aims to be simply and 
solely a book of meditations. It 
does not attempt to argue the va- 
lidity of baptism. It seeks rather to 
indicate the depths of insight that 
are part of our Reformed and Evan- 
gelical traditions. 


Professor Jansen has given us 
here fresh material that should make 
the sacrament of baptism more 
meaningful to Christians. 

—John R. Richardson 
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